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Parents are children’s first and most influential teachers.  

Reading together is one of the earliest shared experiences of 

parents and children.  When you read a story to a child, you 

are their reading teacher. 

  Children learn to read by being read to.  Research shows 

that early and good readers come from homes where reading 

is valued and experienced regularly.  The desire to read starts 

with the early enjoyment of being held in a lap and cuddles as 

a story is read.   

  In addition to the feelings of warmth and security fostered by lap time reading, 

reading aloud to children expands their world and vocabulary .  It creates an    

appreciation of the value of print, promotes knowledge of the mechanics of     

reading from the top to the bottom of the page and from left to right, and helps 

create an understanding of a sequence of events.   

  Setting aside time every day to read to your child says, “I love you.”  It further 

demonstrates your love for books and sets the stage for developing in your child 

an interest and desire to become a lifelong reader. 

  Let your child pick a  story.  Then cuddle up together to enjoy exploring the  

power and magic of the printed work! 



Brain Building in Progress is a coordinated statewide campaign led by the Massachusetts De-

partment Of Early Education and Care and the United Way.  Brain Building in Progress pro-

motes the importance of the early years of children’s development to their future success and 

to our region’s future workforce and prosperity.  Brain Building in Progress draws attention to 

how children’s brains develop and why it is critical to invest in early childhood programs and to 

shape smart early childhood policies. 

 

For more information visit: 

www.brainbuildinginprogress.org    

Asking Open-Ended Questions 

Brain Building in Progress 

Springtime Favorites 
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A question like “What color is that block?” 

evokes a one-word answer.  But an open-

ended question, “Tell me about the blocks 

you are using,” encourages a child to de-

scribe the blocks or explain what she is do-

ing.  There is no right or wrong question 

here.                  

    An answer to an open-ended question 

gives us a window into what the child is 

thinking and feeling  And the response is 

sometimes wonderfully creative.  In explain-

ing or describing, children also use lan-

guage more fully.  We try to think of good 

questions to ask children.  You might hear 

one of us say to a child,  

We try to think of good questions to ask 

children.  You might hear one of us say to a 

child: 

 Tell me about your picture. 

 What else can you do with the playdough? 

 What could you use to make the tower stand up? 

 What do you think would happen if ______? 

 Is there another way to_______? 

  It is difficult to change the closed-end question habit.  But 

when we ask open-ended questions, children reap great 

benefits as they think through their responses to express 

what they want to say.  And with their answers, we find 

out more about what they think and feel. 



Recipes for Fun!  Bubble Snakes 

  Children begin very early in life to acquire language skills.  Language helps children gain independence, interact with  

others and participate in the surrounding culture.  It plays a role in social interaction and expression of emotions as well  

as learning. 

  Most children follow a sequence of language development:  crying and cooing, babbling first words and first sentences.   

By the age of 5 most children have developed a proficiency in oral language and use it effectively to accomplish their  

purposes and meet their needs.   

  Even very young children are soothed by the mere voice of loved ones.  Sing, chant, and carry on casual conversations 

with children whether or not they answer or even before they are able to understand.  Children tune in more that we some-

times realize.  The language they hear is the raw material from which their own language develops and through which  

much of their learning about the world takes place.   

  Kids learn a lot when adults simply talk to them in the course of daily activities such as cooking, bathing, and doing chores.  

Riding in the car or on the bus or even pushing the shopping cart, parents can comment on what they see along the way.  

And there are fringe benefits of keeping a running conversation:  the child is less likely to get bored and to misbehave. 

  When you plan a family outing or special event, talk about it with your child beforehand and afterwards. Anticipating and 

recalling experiences not only promote children’s language development but also increases their knowledge and  

Learning Language 
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  In every classroom, at any time during the day, the potential for  a “math moment” exists.  The room is one big learning 

center where strands of mathematical discovery are continually being woven.  Children learn to make sense of their 

world through everyday experiences.   

  To stimulate a math moment, teachers use a variety of materials and ideas to create an environment in which children 

explore math concepts.  In the math center are board games, puzzles, matching and guessing games, dominoes, 

cards, pattern blocks, and collections of objects that give children opportunities to recognize numbers and build math 

skills. 

  Math moments do not occur only in the math center.  Look around our room.  In block play, children construct cities 

(by sorting and organizing) and use words like long, short, small, and tall.  At snack time a child passes out one napkin 

per child and the same number of crackers for each person.  We take attendance and keep track of how many days 

we’ve been in school.   

  Parents can accept the challenge to find math moments at home and about town.  With your child, identify numbers 

and shapes in your junk mail.  As you cook or do errands together, you can make comments or ask questions that en-

courage meaningful math understandings.  For instance, “We need a bottle of juice for each person in the family and 

your friend Sally, too.  How many shall I get?”  Children love to consulted on such issues.  Just keep it all in fun!   

Supplies: 

 Liquid dish soap 

 Old child’s sock 

 Scissors 

 Water bottle 

 Small Bowl 

Directions: 

1. Cut the bottom off water bottle using your scis-
sors. 

2. Put sock over the bottom of the water bottle. 

3. Pour some dish soap into a small bowl, just about a 1/2 inch deep. 

4. Dip the sock end of the water bottle into the bowl of soap to coat the bottom. 

5. Place your mouth around the water bottle and blow! Keep blowing long and 
shallow breaths so the bubbles get longer and longer, forming a “snake”! See 
how long your snakes can get until the soap snakes break off. 

6.    Dip the water bottle back into the soapy bowl and keep on blowing! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plum Landing                       
pbskids.org/plumlanding 

 

 
 

Peep and the Big Wide World         
peepandthebigwideworld.com 

 

 

 

Resources for Early Learning    
resourcesforearlylearning.org 

 

Contact:  
Yvette Sammarco 

Walpole CFCE Program Coordinator 
 

Phone: 
508-660-7374 x5656 

 
E-mail:  

ysammarco@walpole.k12.ma.us 

Supporting parents as  
their child’s first teacher. 

Fun Websites! 

Visit our website! 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/

for_parents/community_resources/

walpole_c_f_c_e_program 

The Walpole CFCE Program is funded through the 237 Grant from the 

Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care’s Coordinated 

Family and Community Engagement Grant 
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